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THE CENSUS AS A SOURCE BOOK IN AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMICS.* 

By H. C. Taylor, Prof essor of Agricultural Economics, University of Wis- 
consin. 

Agricultural economics has for its field those economic 
forces with which the farmer has to deal. Wherever the 
Agricultural Census throws light upon the operation of these 
forces, it will be found useful to the agricultural economist. 
The statistics contained in the Census volumes of a given 
year show the status of agriculture at a given time. The 
Census volumes contain the only comprehensive source of 
material from which it is possible to ascertain the type of 
farming in every section of the United States. This gives 
the basis for the study of comparative agriculture, which 
is one of the best methods of gaining knowledge of the eco- 
nomic forces which determine the actions of farmers. 

For example, the Census shows southeastern Wisconsin 
to be a dairy region and central Iowa a region where fat cattle 
and hogs constitute the principal source of income. These 
facts lead to a series of questions as to the reason. The facts 
with regard to the perishability and specific value of the 
products, their location with respect to the market, and with 
regard to the physical and social conditions which determine 
the relative competing power of each line of production in 
each region can be associated with the Census data in such 
a manner as to form a safe basis of inference regarding the 
character of economic forces in operation. 

Not only the type of farming, but also the economic status 
of the farmer is shown in the Census for every county in the 
United States. The farmers of each of the two distinct races 
are divided into seven classes, based upon the relation they 
sustain to the land they cultivate. 

The Census data give not only a basis for comparative 
•study at a given time, but give also the data on which to base 
historical studies of the changes which are taking place in the 
type of farming and in the status of the farmer. 

* Address at special session on Agricultural Statistics, annual meeting of the American Statistical Asso- 
ciation, St. Louis, Mo., December 29, 1910. 
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The first Agricultural Census was taken in 1840. This 
first Census of Agriculture was a crop and livestock census. 
In 1850 general farm data were added and other improve- 
ments have been added each decade since. 

In 1880 tenure statistics were added. Thus the basis for 
studying changes in the type of farming extends over a period 
of seventy years and the data for studying changes in the 
status of the farmer are available (with 1910) for four points 
in the curve. Too little use has been made of these valuable 
materials in the past. 

Two methods which the writer has found useful in the 
utilization of these statistics may be mentioned: 

A system of mapping which will provide a chart with close 
gradation of variation in density for each fact presented in the 
Census puts the material in form for ready comparison, both 
historical and geographical. Not only does the series of maps 
show the changes in the localization of each line of production 
through a series of years, and how the territory is divided 
between the various lines of production at a given time, but 
also the way in which the different lines of production are 
combined, or the type of farming in each district. 

The tabular method can also be used to advantage in 
comparing types of farming. A table showing the proportion 
of the improved land in farms devoted to each crop shows the 
utilization of the land. The character of the crops, and the 
relation between the numbers of livestock kept and the 
amount of feedable products produced give a clue to the way 
in which the products are utilized, — whether sold in their 
original form as a product of the field, or used as a basis of 
the livestock industry. While a series of maps based upon 
quantities of product can be made to cover the seventy years, 
the statistics forming the basis of the tables showing the 
utilization of the land were first published in 1880. 

In making use of the Census materials, the original statis- 
tics by counties are of first importance. The text which is 
intended to supplement the statistics while useful, and per- 
haps of greater immediate interest to the general public, is of 
less permanent importance than the detailed statistics. 



